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	Meet the Staff at 

www.pleasanthillpto.org

	Pre-K
	Mrs. Bowman, Teacher 

Mrs. Harrison, associate

	K
	Mrs. Horstman
Miss Wiebers

	1
	Mrs. Dolphin

Mrs. T. King

	2
	Mrs. Bulver

Mrs. Keiran

	3
	Mrs. Jennings

Mrs. Lowe

	4
	Ms. P. King

Mrs. Ritter


	5
	Mrs. Nicodemus
Mrs. Garnaas

	Guidance Counselor
	Mrs. Helt

	Instructional 

Strategists
	Mrs. Parker

Mrs. Logsdon

Mrs. Hrodey

	Specials Teachers
	Mrs. Sherman, P.E.

Ms. Gallegos, Music

Mrs. Kerman, Art

	Reading Specialist 
	Mrs. Rinard

	Office Manager
	Mrs. Walker


Welcome Back! 

It is great to start a new school year!  We would like to welcome all of our families back and a big welcome to new families.  Pleasant Hill School is a wonderful place to “grow.”  We take a special pride in the education that we provide our students.  Our staff is dedicated to doing what is best for kids!  Our motto is What’s Best For Kids?  Whatever It Takes!  We believe in open communication and support for each student!  
(Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless.
To have excellent communication it is very important that we have your contact information correct in our system.  We keep up-to-date email addresses and phone numbers.  Any time your contact information changes please contact the school as soon as possible or email brenda.walker@dmps.k12.ia.us or terrie.price@dmps.k12.ia.us  
In order to save money and reduce paper use we send out our newsletters and notes home on the email when possible.  If you do not have email we will send home a paper copy to you.  If you need another language we will try to have communication translated.  
Important Dates to Mark on Your Calendar√
August 24th Meet the Teacher Night 

	Grade Level
	Presentation in Gym
(For Parents Only) 
	Classroom Exploration

	K
	5:30-6:00
	6:00-6:30

	1
	6:00-6:30
	5:30-6:30

	2
	6:30-7:00
	7:00-7:30

	3
	7:00-7:30
	6:30-7:00

	4
	7:30-8:00
	8:00-8:30

	5
	8:00-8:30
	7:30-8:00


· September 7th No school –Labor Day
· September 8th PTO Meeting 6:30 P.M. and 
   School Board Election

· September 9th 1:20 Early Dismissal

· September 18th No school –Teacher inservice
Attendance is very important to your child’s success!  

The tardy bell rings at 8:35 A.M. We would like all students to be in their classrooms and ready to learn by 8:30, so we can start school on time.  Students must be in their classroom when the tardy bell rings.  We will be working hard to reduce the number of tardies again this year.  We appreciate your help and support in this area.  Last year we made great improvement and want to continue to improve in this area.  
Preventing your child from missing school: what you can do:
You can help prevent your child skipping school by:
1. making sure they understand the importance of good attendance and punctuality. 

2. taking an interest in their education - ask about school work and encourage them to get involved in school activities. 

3. discussing any problems they may have at school - inform their teacher and about anything serious. 

4. not letting them take time off school for minor ailments - particularly those which would not prevent you from going to work.

5. arranging appointments and outings after school hours, at weekends or during school holidays will help to prevent disruption to your child’s education and to the school. Under normal circumstances, you should not expect the school to agree to your child going on holiday during term time.
Please see the school calendar for times classes are not in session.  If you have questions regarding tardies and attendance please contact the school principal.  

Pick-up Lane Procedures 
Preschool through 2nd grade will be picked up in front of the school, and  3rd, 4th, and 5th will be picked up on the west side of the school with the line forming on Pleasant Hill Boulevard going north.   Our dismissal time is 3:20 P.M.  Parents need to remain in their vehicles so the line runs smoothly.  Please hold up your child’s name plate, so we can load the cars quickly.  If a preschool-2nd grade student has a sibling in 3rd, 4th, or 5th the entire family gets picked up in the circle drive in front of the school.  If you need a different arrangement please call the principal’s office for approval.  

Drop Off Lane
All students should be dropped off in the circle drive.  Please have students unload as soon as there is sidewalk, so many cars can unload at one time.  Do not unload one car at a time in front of the building.  If parents need to come in please park on Oakwood Drive.  Do not park in the circle drive because it slows down the drop off lane.  
Focus on Reading

We will continue our focus on increasing reading fluency and rate of each student’s reading.  Our data shows that we have made good gains.  Our instruction is driven by student assessment.   Understanding the role of speed in the reading process is essential. Research shows a close relation between speed and understanding—although it is the opposite of what you might expect!  We will continue to build vocabulary and rate by helping students understand spelling patterns.  Grades 2-5 will take the BRI (Basic Reading Inventory) three times through the year.  The first grade will take the inventory during the winter and spring.  The BRI helps us understand the individual level of rate, accuracy, and comprehension for each student.  
Words Correct per Minute “Targets” for Students in Grade 1st-5th 

Grade
Fall Target
Winter Target   Spring Target
1st
10

21-70

  48-101
2nd
48-98

72-122

  89-140



3 rd
73-128

90-144
                   107-160
4th
95-143

111-164

 124-180
5th
108-163

125-180                      138-194
Campbell’s Soup Labels
Please save your soup labels for us to use to purchase playground equipment and other school items.  Below is the correct way to cut labels.  We no longer need the front label.  
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Boxtops for Education 
Please ask everyone to help collect box tops, so we can take advantage of the amazing generosity of General Mills, who administers this program. Please check out the website www.boxtops4education.com for additional information about how to help Pleasant Hill by clipping box top logos from participating foods and turning them in to us. In turn, we send them in and receive ten cents for each one.  It is all very easy and is, in a way, "free" money to us. 
Making Connections is a site which helps neighborhoods and makes connections.  
This is a website that has many places to connect to services and people who can assist with almost everything from food and housing to playgroups.  

http://www.makingconnectionsdm.org/index.asp
Lunch and recess times:
 
 Lunch time 
Recess time

K
11:45-12:10
12:10-12:30

1st
11:50-12:15
12:15-12:35

2nd
11:55-12:20
12:20-12:40

3RD 
12:00-12:25
12:25-12:45

4th 
12:10-12:30
12:30-12:50

5th 
12:15-12:35
12:35-12:55
If parents will be eating lunch with their child they need to call in before 8:45 to assure a correct lunch count.  *We usually have two choices to select from.  

PBS Positive Behavior Supports
We are working to make sure that our school is the best that it can be, so we want to keep you informed as parents and guardians.  It is always our goal to help students make good decisions, but everyone makes mistakes and we learn from mistakes.  We want our discipline to give life to a child’s learning in a way that punishment cannot, so our discipline will:

1. Show kids what they have done 

2. Give them ownership of the problem

3. Give them options for solving the problem

4. Leave their dignity intact
Our Positive Behavior Support System teaches student expected behaviors and rules of conduct for different areas of the building.  We work as a team to address any behaviors that may not be conducive to learning and good citizenship at school.  If a student receives a conduct report they will bring it home to be signed by a parent or guardian.  If a child does not return the report the next day they will need to miss recess until the report is returned or the principal contacts the parents.   It is our hope that children will discuss the incident with parents, and parents will help us teach students better ways to handle situations through a discussion about the four items above.   If a student has struggled and a certain behavior continues they will visit the office, and I will possibly have them in detention after school for reteaching and practice.  Some behaviors warrant automatic office referrals such as bullying of any kind, threats, fighting, and insubordination.  As a staff we will work to let students know the DIB and the DAB which means that we will describe the inappropriate behavior (DIB) and then describe the appropriate behavior (DAB).  We will do corrective teaching which means that student will need to own their mistake, apologize for it, and practice performing it correctly.  

Through all of our work we want children to get the following six critical life messages:

1. We believe in you

2. We trust you

3. We know you can handle life situations

4. You are listened to 

5. You are cared for

6. You are very important to us

Persons with disabilities who need information about accessibility to the building or who need sign or language interpreters, please contact Terrie Price at Pleasant Hill Elementary at 242-8432
PTO-Parent Teacher Organization
You are a member!  No dues and no signing up!  All parents are automatically in our PTO.  We have an excellent PTO which provides your children with field trips, assemblies, technology, and many other special things that are not covered in the school budget.  

Any way that you can be involved and supportive of your child and our school will be a great contribution. 

Please visit our PTO website at www.pleasanthillpto.org 

*Special thanks to Kim Gobble-Sengstock for being our webmaster.  
The website has lots of valuable information.  

School Nurse
Our school nurse is Joyce Hansel, and she will be in the building 8:30-12:30 each day.  Please review guidelines for medication which can be found on page 13 of the parent handbook.  

A Change of Clothing
It is always a good idea for students in kindergarten and first grade to bring an extra pair of clothes to have at school in case of any emergency or spills, so please put an extra set of clothing in your child’s bag.  

 Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer please contact your child’s teacher or the office. We appreciate any time that you are able to give as a volunteer.  

Absences

It is very important when your child is going to be absent for the day due to illness, doctor’s appointments, and emergency, that you phone the office and let us know by 8:30 A.M. 
Gym Shoes
Please make sure to send sneakers for students on days that they have P.E.  Flip flops can be dangerous on the play equipment, so plan accordingly for outside recess.  (Classroom schedules will be sent home.) 
In closing I want to let you know that I want to be a V.I.P. for our school.  Visionary with Integrity and a Passionate advocate for our school students, staff, and community.  

Educationally yours, 
Terrie Price, Principal

DES MOINES PUBLIC SCHOOLS

LUNCH LOAN PROCEDURE

It is expected that meals be paid for at the time of service.  Money may be put into a students account at anytime for any amount.  You may check the balance in your students lunch account by calling the school and speaking with the foodservice clerk or coordinator.

The following guidelines will be implemented for the 2009-2010 school year:

Elementary Schools:
Elementary school children may charge any combination of meals up to a value of $10.00

Notification of accounts with balances of less than $5.00 will be sent home twice a week with the student.  

When a negative balance occurs, a phone contact will be made to the parent or guardian.  

When the charge limit is reached a non select meal will be served for lunch and breakfast, until charges are paid in full.

A charge for the non select meal will be added to the account

Students must have money or a positive balance on their meal account to purchase a la carte items – such as a second/double entrée or milk separate from the milk that is part of a meal.
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Key Details About the District’s Revenue Purpose Statement

BACKGROUND

1. The Iowa Legislature enacted a statewide one-cent sales tax to benefit school districts across Iowa in 2008 and the governor signed it into law that year.

2. This is not a new tax; in Polk County, the statewide penny is meant to replace, but not increase, the one-cent local option sales tax approved by Polk County voters in 1999, which expires June 30, 2010.

3. The legislature designated the statewide penny tax to be used by school districts for infrastructure and property tax relief, effective through June 30, 2029.

4. The legislature also required every school district to offer their community an opportunity to vote on a revenue purpose statement.

5. This vote will not affect the sales tax rate in Polk County, which will remain the same as it has been at 6 percent. 

6. The average age of DMPS buildings exceeds 60 years.

7. Ankeny, West Des Moines, Southeast Polk, Urbandale and other CIML districts have already approved a revenue purpose statement.
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

1. The vote will take place on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2009.

2. The revenue purpose statement will provide funds to:

· Remodel, repair, expand, and improve buildings or grounds
· Accommodate emergency repairs or respond to changes in demographics;

· Purchase, lease or lease-purchase buildings or equipment to implement energy conservation measures;

· Build and furnish new school buildings, as needed;

· Pay principal and interest or retire general obligation construction bonds;

· Provide funds that may be used for purposes as now or hereafter permitted by law and designated by the district.
If approved, in the first five years all schools that were not renovated as a result of the current program would receive some degree of infrastructure improvement. 
3. In the five-year plan with a 10-year vision proposed by the superintendent’s Facilities Advisory Committee, the focus will be on priorities established by that committee:

· Safety and security;

· Replacing obsolete, inefficient, or worn-out  equipment or systems;
· Money-saving strategies;

· Improving buildings that have not yet received   major improvements;

· Technology infrastructure upgrades;
· Installation of air conditioning/ventilation;
· Infrastructure improvements to enhance research-based student achievement or accommodate educational program changes.
4. The vote in September determines how the DMPS Board of Directors may spend the revenue and how much revenue will be available annually to benefit students and their educational needs.

5. Approval means the district will receive about $22.5 million in 2010 (dependent on the amount of sales tax collected statewide); passage is by simple majority.
6. If not approved, the district will receive about $15 million for the first year, again based on current estimates of statewide sales tax collections. 

7. If voters do not approve the RPS in September, the district has an opportunity to revisit the measure in six months.

8. If the RPS is not approved before June 30, 2010, the district will have less sales tax revenue available for infrastructure needs.  

9. Even with passage of the RPS, monies received from the statewide tax will result in fewer dollars than have been provided through the local option sales tax.

Go to www.dmps.k12.ia.us to read the official language of the RPS.
Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.dmps.k12.ia.us" �www.dmps.k12.ia.us� to read the official language of the RPS.
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