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Dates to Mark √ on Your Calendars:
· February 5th 4th grade field trip to the Art Center in the A.M. 
· February 6th  1:50 P.M. Early Dismissal for Teacher In-service 

· February 8th Magazine Fund Raiser Kick Off

· February 12th PTO Meeting 6:30 (During this PTO Meeting the Panther 5th Grade Band will play for your enjoyment.  We would like parents that come to hear the band to stay for the meeting if at all possible.)
**Just a reminder that the PTO does hire Nanny2 Shoes to provide childcare.  
· February 14th Friendship Party will be 2:15-3:00 P.M.  *Candy Grams will be delivered by the fourth and fifth graders.  
· February 15th  5th grade field trip to the Historical Building and the State Capitol Building

· February 20th 1:20 Early Dismissal for Teacher In-service

· February 20th 4th grade field trip to the Hall of Pride
· February 21st Old Creamery Theatre will perform at 2:00 P.M. in the gym for students in PreK-5th grade.  Morning preschool students are invited to come with their parents.  
· February 22nd Magazine Fund raiser packets are due.
Winter Reading Assessment

The students have been working hard on their comprehension, fluency, and accuracy in reading.  The best way that parents can help us reach our goals is to continue to read orally with your child at home.  

Try these read-aloud tips: 

· Set the stage before you begin reading. Discuss what you read yesterday and what might happen next. Take turns reading aloud; for example, each of you can read a page in an easy reader. 

· Defer questions until after you finish reading, if possible. This helps children get fully engaged in listening to a story. 

· Summarize, adapt, or skip parts of books that are too far above a child’s level of understanding. 

· Relate a book you are reading to one read in the past. Talk about how they are alike and how they differ. 

· Ask a child to imagine what he or she might do in a situation similar to that faced by a character. 

· Provide materials and activities that let children expand their understanding of a character, historical event, or situation. 

Talk about what you have read. Books often evoke strong feelings that need to be shared. Offer your reactions and invite a child to do the same. 

· Stop reading at a suspenseful point in the book. This encourages a child to be eager for tomorrow’s read-aloud time.

Math: As we approach the ITBS which will be given April 7th-11thfor grades 3rd-5th.  All students can work on these skills: estimation, problem solving, and data analysis of charts and graphs.  If you are working with your child on math problems remember to have them explain their thinking and it is good for you to model your thinking.  Encourage students to find multiple ways to solve problems.  Ex: 435+368  (My thinking: 400+300=700, 30+60=90, so I’m at 790, then 5+8=13, add another 10 to 790 to make 800 and then add 3.  Making 803!

What do students need to be able to do as measured by ITBS?  
Estimation: Round and calculate mentally, identify a reasonable estimate, choose from a set of answer ranges. 
Ex: Deven and Kristie each bought some dog food.  Deven bought 38 pounds of food and Kristie bought 62 pounds of food.  The closest estimate of the difference in amounts bought by the two children is_______.  A) 20, B)30, C) 40, D) 50
Problem solving: Many different problem types, solution choices (this is where students think about their solution, not the answer) Ex: Martha planted 32 seeds.  She put 8 seeds in each row. Which number sentence shows the thirty-two seeds in 8 rows?  A) 32+8=[ ], B) 32-8= [ ], C) 32x8 =[ }, D) 32÷8 =[ ]
Data Analysis: reading graphs and comparing data. (Double bar graphs, Pie graphs, line graphs, pictographs,etc.)
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Ex. What is the order of music from most popular to least popular? 
Parental Understanding-Helping Parents Help the Slow Learner (from Principal Magazine January/February 2008)
Parental understanding and genuine acceptance pave the way for greater self-acceptance and school success for students that struggle.  Parents can assist their youngsters at home by:

 Developing patience: Show support and encouragement by learning the art of patience.  This is not easy when children do not live up to parental expectations; however, it is a necessary asset in working with slow learners.  They need to know that their parents have faith and trust in them and their capabilities regardless of their learning abilities.  
Accept and Expect Best Efforts: Indicate parental respect by not pushing for achievement beyond children’s abilities. On the other hand, accepting less that what they are capable of accomplishing is not in their best interest.  School personnel can provide information on reasonable academic expectations.  
Allow Extra Time: Provide the time necessary for the accomplishment of academic and nonacademic tasks.  Slow learners take longer to complete most activities than their peers and siblings.  Providing the necessary time requires patience and good time management on the parent’s part.  These are skills that can be learned with practice.  

Recognize Strengths: Pay attention to what the children do well.  Help them build on those strengths. Some parents of children who are slow learners become overprotective.  Overprotected children recognize that their parents don’t respect or trust their abilities.  Allow them freedom to succeed and support and teach them during failure.  

Keep the Doors of Communication Open and Be Involved in the Educational Process:

Be open to talking to school personnel and communicate with the classroom teacher to know the classroom expectations.  
Candy Grams[image: image3.wmf]
Candy grams are for sale in the office for $1.00 each.  A candy gram is a very tasty sucker with a personalized note.  Families can send candy grams in the school to each other or to their friends.  

Tile Wall    Visit this website to view other “Tile Walls” www.square1art.com
The children drew self-portraits in Mrs. Kerman’s art class.  The portraits are going to be transferred to a ceramic tile.  Then over the summer, the building maintenance department will construct a “Tile Wall” with all the tiles to be on permanent display at the school.

Another aspect of this project is to allow the families to purchase items with their child’s self-portrait on it.  Square1Art is the company that supplies this service, please look at the posters hanging around the school.  Some of the items they sell are on display in the school office.

Very soon each child will bring home a complimentary magnet, with their self-portrait, attached to the order form.  This is when you can decide if you would like to place an order.  
Email
If you have changed emails since the beginning of the year please email me, so I can get your updated email on the school mailing list.  I have been receiving back a lot of undeliverable mail, and I’m worried that some families are not informed on school events.  

 CARPE DIEM! (Seize the Day!)  Terrie Price, Principal   terrie.price@dmps.k12.ia.us






