Panther Paw Press December 2007
From Terrie Price, Principal  242-8432
Morning Drop-Off

Please remember not to park in the circle drive in the morning during drop off.  Our line has been clogged up  several times and students have been late because they are waiting to be dropped off at the doors.  If you need to come in the building with your child please park on E. Oakwood Drive just north of our building.  I appreciate your help to solve this problem.  
Afternoon Pick-Up 

The pickup seems to be running smoothly.  If you have any concerns or questions about the system please give me a call.  Remember all preschool students are picked up on the west side of the building.  I’m glad pickup is running smoothly because I think the northwest winds will be blowing wintry stuff very soon.  We have been loading both sides in about 7-8 minutes.  It is very difficult to get messages to the students at the end of the day so please, unless your plans change make sure your child knows their plan when leaving for school in the morning.
Karaoke 
Some mornings we will be having karaoke as a creative way to practice reading fluency.  Fluency: the ability to read quickly with expression.  Students that eat breakfast at school will be reminded to go to eat at 8:05 A.M.  
Our mid-year reading assessments are coming up after students return for winter break.  

Mid year targets:

1st grade 22-37 words per minute

2nd grade 78-105 words per minute

3rd grade 93-122 words per minute

4th grade 112-132 words per minute 

5th grade 118-142 words per minute

Accuracy at all levels needs to be at 95-100%, and comprehension at all levels should be 85-100% to fall at the independent level. 

 Panther Pride K-Kids Meeting for 4th and 5th Graders
Our next Panther Pride K-Kids meeting will be held on December 5th at 7:30-8:30 A.M. in the Media Center.  All 4th and 5th grade students are invited to come!  

Panther Paw Store-Opens December 13th 
Math is disguise---------------------------

Student Council in conjunction with Panther Pride K-Kids will be having a school store on most Thursday mornings from 7:45-8:25 A.M. Students can bring money to purchase small items such as pens, healthy snacks, pencils, notebooks, and a few novelty items.  The students will practice counting change back the correct way.  If any parent wants to help with the store just let me know.  Students will be asked on a rotational basis to work the store, so every 4th and 5th grader gets the opportunity to be a store employee.   
Lunch Money and Metro Care Bills

Please make sure to send lunch money with your children to update their lunch accounts.  Make sure to have Metro Kid bills up-to-date to avoid any interruption in childcare services.  Thank you for making sure these matters are taken care of. 
Box Tops for Education 
A new contest will run until December 13th.  The top three classes will win an hour of games and fun, so please bring in your box tops so your child’s class can win!  (The classes will get their hour of fun at separate times!)  

Recycling Grocery Sack Challenge
We recycled 59 huge bags of grocery sacks.  We did not win, but we are anxiously awaiting the arrival of our $100 gift card for participating!  We should also have that good feeling inside for making sure those sacks did not end up in the landfill.  
Dates to remember:
Dec. 1st- Holiday Shop at Doanes Park 8:00-11:00 a.m. and 5:00-7:30 p.m. [image: image1.png]



Dec. 4th Fall Fundraiser pick up in the gym from 3:30-5:30 P.M. [image: image2.wmf]
Dec. 5th Report cards will be coming home    [image: image3.wmf]
Dec. 5th 2 hour early dismissal for inservice -1:20 P.M. dismiss
Dec. 19th 20 minute early dismissal for Winter Break-3:00 P.M. dismiss

Dec. 20-January 1st Winter Break

Jan. 2nd, 2008 School resumes

Jan. 9th 120-minute early dismissal for elementary students only (1:20 P.M.)

Jan. 11th  End of first semester –no early dismissal 

Clothes Needed  [image: image4.wmf]
We are constructing a clothes supply closet for students. We need all sizes from 5Tto 14/16 women’s sizes.  If you have a pair of pants or sweats that you could donate please send them to school.  I really need pants in size 8 for boys and adult women’s sizes 10-12 or 12-14 for our closet. The winter clothes that families sent in have been great and thank you so much!  

Attendance
Our attendance is running at 96.75% for the entire building PK-5th grade.  Last year the building was at 98.8, so I hope we can get through the flu season and keep students in school to improve our daily attendance and number of tardies.  Instruction missed is very hard to make up.  We need to work as a team to help all children be successful. As a team we need to make academics a priority. Let your kids know that you expect them to go to school every day and do their best while here. At this stage in their lives, learning should be "job one." Granted, there are the occasional sick days, but young, healthy children rarely need to miss more than a few days each year. Our tardy bell rings at 8:35 a.m.  Students go to their classrooms at 8:30 a.m., so I would like for everyone to make it their goal to be here at that time. (8:30).
Class Attendance/Membership Summaries

Pk    97.67%            Kindergarten 96.46%

1st gr. 95.72%         2nd gr. 97.00%

3rd gr. 96.56%         4th gr. 97.69%

5th gr. 96.43% 

Family Email addresses:
If you have not been getting email from the school please email me at terrie.price@dmps.k12.ia.us
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