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Meet Mrs. Dolphin

First grade teacher
loves watching
students learn

By Becky Hammar

ndi Dolphin’s journey as a
Afirst grade teacher in
Pleasant Hill began as a

child from Des Moines. Dolphin’s
grandmother taught her the joy of
learning.

At 14, Dolphin became a life-
guard. “| realized | liked watching
kids learn something new,” says
Dolphin.

Swimming was her passion;
Dolphin was always a competitive
swimmer but wasn’t the only fish
in the sea.

“At one time, my cousin and
| held all the swimming records
in high school,” she state proud-
ly. Her entire family (about 30)
went to East High — cousins,
uncles and aunts.

At UNI, she swam on a co-ed
team and was captain during her
fourth year; she lettered all four
years. As she laughs, “My college
friends thought | married my hus-

band because his name is
‘Dolphin.”

After college, Dolphin began
her career at Smouse

Opportunity School.

“I never thought | would ever
leave Smouse,” she says. “When
Pleasant Hill Elementary had a first
grade position, | decided to make a
job transfer”
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Aptly named Andi Dolphin has a
passion for swimming in her free time.

Dolphin smiles all day; she
loves to read the students’ stories.

“The things they write are so
honest,” she says.“One boy talked
about fishing with his family but
didn’t catch any fish — but caught
a ‘big’ frog.

“l love when they have
learned something new, and you
realize you have made a differ-
ence,” says Dolphin.

Besides the pool and school,
Dolphin has a huge family sup-
port system and cannot say
enough to show her appreciation
to all of them.

“A few years ago, there were
32 of us who went to Disney
World,” she says.*“We all wore the
same colored shirt.”

Dolphin and her husband,
Troy, have three children: Keagan,
9, Kade, 6, and McKenna, 4. She
loves to be with her kids, and, of
course, go to the pool in the
summer. PHL

What do you like best about Mrs. Dolphin?

Reese Lafrenz:

“Everything, |
guess.”

Aswegan:
“When she
teaches math.”

Dalton Stuart:
“Reading...
because you
learn a lot of
words.”

Kane Cutwright:
“She smiles like
this (me)!”
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