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√Mark January 9th on your calendar

The elementary has an early dismissal at 1:20 P.M. for teacher inservice.  
Welcome Back!
Welcome back to 2008!  It is very hard to believe that the year is almost half over.  The last day of the first semester is January 11th.  As I start the New Year it is always a time to reflect on how things are going and what I can do in my role to help all kids be successful.  I will continue to keep the motto: “What’s best for kids- Whatever It Takes.”  Let’s have a great 2008! 

Reading Assessment

All students in grades 1st-5th will be given mid-reading assessments in comprehension, fluency, and accuracy in reading. The tests will be given between January 7th-11th.  The assessment given is the BRI (Basic Reading Inventory.)
	Midyear Fluency Goals

	Above Proficiency           38 +

Proficient                       22-37

Below Proficiency            12-21

Much Below Proficiency    11 and below

Grade 1

	Above Proficiency           106 +

Proficient                       78-105

Below Proficiency            47-77

Much Below Proficiency    46 and below

Grade 2

	Above Proficiency           123 +

Proficient                       93-122

Below Proficiency            71-92

Much Below Proficiency    70 and below

Grade 3

	Above Proficiency           133 +

Proficient                       112-132

Below Proficiency            90-111

Much Below Proficiency    89 and below

Grade 4

	Above Proficiency           143 +

Proficient                       118-142

Below Proficiency             94-117

Much Below Proficiency     93 and below

Grade 5


	
	Accuracy
	Comprehension

	Independent
	95-100%
	85-100%

	Instructional
	90-94%
	65-80%

	Frustration
	89% and less
	60% and less


**These are the same for all grade levels.  
Pick-Up Lines
The pick up lines have had some glitches lately, so we just need to review a few points to help everything run smoothly again.  

· Please do not get out of your car to get your children.  If you need to get out of the car please park on the north side of the building on E. Oakwood Drive.  

· On the west side please continue to pull forward.  We will load the front four cars and parents need to remain in their vehicles.
· Do not park in the street and wave at your child to go through traffic to load.  

· Dismissal is at 3:20 P.M. and the line has been done at about 3:28 P.M. 
Dressed for Winter Weather

We are hoping that our students all come dressed to go outside for recess.  Students need fresh air and seem to be more focused when they are able to go outside to play at recess.  Please make sure that your child brings snow pants, boots, hats, mittens, and a coat for outside recess.  We are still in need of boots, mittens, and snow pants if anyone still has some to donate please just send them to the office.  
Panther Pride K-Kids 4th and 5th graders

We will have a meeting in the media center on January 3rd from 3:30-4:45 P.M.  
Box Top Collection Continues
The top three classes in the last box top challenge won an hour long game time. Winners of the game times are: Mrs. Horstman’s class (K), Mrs. Britt’s class (1st), and Mrs. Dolphin’s class (1st).  Two other classes will receive an extra recess: Mrs. Patty King’s class (4th) and Mrs. Bowman’s class (K).  Keep collecting!  
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Dates to mark √ on your calendars:
[image: image3.wmf]
January 3rd Student Council Meeting in the Library at 12:10 P.M. 

January 8th PTO Meeting for any parent that would like to be involved 6:30 P.M. in the Art Room

January 9th Elementary Early Dismissal 1:20 P.M. 

January 9th Newspaper meeting  [image: image4.wmf]
January 11th End of 1st semester

January 14th First day of 2nd semester

January 16th Math Club

January 17th Quizno’s Night 5:00-8:00 P.M. (The class with the most students to go to Quizno’s wins cookies and a drink.) [image: image5.wmf]
January 21st and 22nd No school for students-teachers will be involved in 

Inservice   [image: image6.png]



January 30th Early Dismissal at 1:20 P.M. for teacher inservice

Point to Ponder:
All too often we are giving young people cut flowers when we should be teaching them to grow their own plants. –John W. Gardner

Head Lice
Anyone can get head lice, so it is very important if your children get head lice that you take the needed steps to clean to assure that lice re-infestation does not continue.  Remember that we are in close quarters at school, and it is easy to pass head lice.  I have attached a few tips on getting rid of head lice.  
1. Wash all used clothing, bedding and head gear on the hottest setting with detergent to kill any lice or eggs that may have reached them. Any items that cannot be washed in the washer can be placed in the dryer on the hottest setting for 1/2 hour to kill all stages of lice. This much cleaning may be overkill - the point is to clean anything that could have come into contact with the head or nape of the neck. Pillow covers, shirts, and headwear are likely sufficient.  If you have pillows or other items that can not be washed put them in a black trash bag and tie closed and place in a cold area.
2. Shampoo the infested person with hot water. Start with warm water and gradually increase the temperature until it is in your upper range of comfort. If you are shampooing a child’s hair, please be very careful not to burn them. Vigorously wash with a lice shampoo of choice and then rinse. After rinsing, lather the hair back up and wrap a towel around the infested person’s head for about 15 minutes to let the hair soften. 
*If your child gets head lice please wash with lice ridding shampoo and then send the label to school with your child, so we know they have been properly treated.  Thank you for your assistance.  After a child has been treated they should return to school.  
New Year’s Resolutions ideas

*Be to school on time.

*Get all needed work done.

*Read almost every night!

*Be kind to others.

*Be focused!  

*Find the good in all things!
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