Pleasant Hill Panther Paw Press

October 2nd, 2007

From the desk of Terrie Price, Principal

Important Dates(
October 3rd 1:50 Early Dismissal for Teacher Inservice

October 5th School Picture Day 

October 8th Recycling Challenge starts

October 10th 1:50 Early Dismissal for Parent/ Teacher Conferences 4:00-8:00 P.M.

October 10th 1:10 Fund raiser kick off assembly in the gym

October 11th  No School for students –Conferences 12:15-8:00 P.M. 

October 12th  No School

October 14th-20th Fire Prevention Week 

October 16th 6:30 P.M. PTO Meeting in the Art room –Please plan to attend.  Nanny Two Shoes will provide childcare

October 17th Kindergarten Field Trip to Carroll’s Pumpkin Farm in Grinnell

October 17th 2:45 Assembly in the Gym in honor of Fire Prevention Week (Escape Routes)

October 24th 1:50 Early Dismissal for Teacher Inservice

October 22nd-26th Red Ribbon Week

October 30th Beggars Night in Des Moines and surrounding Communities

November 4th Daylight Savings Time Ends

Daily Message:

I put a daily message in the entryway of the school, so when your children gets home at night ask them what the daily message said. Sometimes I will put a message on a white board outside for parents to see as you drive by.  Hope you enjoy the words of spirit!

 Des Moines Area School Recycling Challenge
Wal-Mart and the Metro Waste Authority are teaming to create the “School Recycling Challenge” this fall – a first-ever partnership to help teach kids about our environment and promote recycling.  
The program will challenge elementary school students in the Des Moines Metro Area to recycle plastic shopping bags from Wal-Mart and other stores.  In return, Wal-Mart and Metro Waste Authority will furnish a $100 Wal-Mart gift card to each school that collects at least one large, 60-gallon collection bag full of recycled grocery bags and delivers it to their local Wal-Mart.
 Plus, the top three schools who submit the most 60-gallon collection bags will win the following: 
 First Place:                $3,000 Wal-Mart School Room Makeover
Your local Wal-Mart Supercenter will provide $3000 worth of merchandise towards the refurnishing, or re-stocking of any room in your school – classroom, media room, library, etc. 
Second Place:           $1500 Wal-Mart Gift Card
Third Place:               $750 Wal-Mart Gift Card
The Basics:
The contest begins on October 8th and will run 

through November 9th.
· Each week the results from each school will be posted online at www.mwatoday.com, so schools can see their progress and the progress of other schools.  
**Bring in your plastic shopping bags to the bin at the school entrance for collection.   We are going for the top prize!

Is coming to parent-teacher conferences important?  

According to the National Education Association, parents must be actively involved in order to insure a child’s success in school. Study after study has indicated that a child’s educational experience is enhanced when a parental figure is involved. 

Listed below are a few of the research findings into parental involvement:

* When parents are involved in their child’s education at home, children do better in school.
* Children go farther in school when their parents are involved in school.
* A home environment that supports learning is more important to student success than income, education level, or cultural background.
* The sooner the parental involvement starts, the more powerful the effects.
* Some of the results of parental involvement include student achievement, reduced absenteeism, and improved behavior.
What can parents do to get involved?
* Read to or with your children. Join or start a book club with your child.
* Check homework every day.
* Stay in contact with your child’s teachers.
* Become involved in the school’s parent organization.
* Advocate for better educational support throughout your community.
It’s never too late to get involved with your children and their education!
For more information on student success, please check the NEA website: http://www.nea.org/parents/index.html 
Have you heard your child read orally?  Take time every night! Reading is a great activity to do together with your child and it builds relationships!

Fluency is the ability to read a text accurately and quickly.

Fluency is important because it frees students to understand what they read. 

Reading fluency can be developed by modeling fluent reading and by having students engage in repeated oral reading. 

Boxtops for Education
We are SUPER excited for a great box tops year of fun. We wanted to congratulate you all on a GREAT first collection. We collected about $430 worth of box tops.  Miss Wiebers’ class will be getting a special science lesson on electricity and all classes will receive an extra recess. Keep collecting!  We will continue the contest and it is based on the average number per class.  
Please ask everyone to help collect box tops, so we can take advantage of the amazing generosity of General Mills, who administers this program. Please check out the website www.boxtops4education.com for additional information about how to help Pleasant Hill by clipping box top logos from participating foods and turning them in to us. In turn, we send them in and receive ten cents for each one. Additionally, you can shop retail online and earn money for our school. It is all very easy and is, in a way, "free" money to us. We are always happy to answer any questions or take comments on how to make the program better. 

The Pleasant Hill Staff got an opportunity to listen to Ron Clark an award winning teacher and author:
Disney's Teacher of the Year Ron Clark presented at the last teacher in-service.  He told the inspirational story of how he had developed and implemented a group of 55 essential rules for success in his classroom. He discussed the essential 55 things that adults (both parents and teachers) need to teach children and hold them accountable for 

Here are some of the ideas that he says are essential for kids to learn: 

· Make eye contact 

· Respect other; ideas and opinions 

· Do not save seats 

· Say thank you within three seconds of receiving something 

· When you win, do not brag; when you lose, do not show anger 

· Do your homework each and every night without fail 

· Do not talk in a movie theater 

· Be the best person you can be 

· Always be honest 

· If you are asked a question in conversation, ask a question in return 

· Perform random acts of kindness 

· Learn the names of all the teachers in the school and greet them 

· If someone bumps into you, even if it was not your fault , say excuse me 

· Stand up for what you believe in 

**Check out areas soon around the school for more of Ron Clark’s essential 55!

Please save your soup labels for us to use to purchase playground equipment and other school items.  Below is the new way to cut labels.  We no longer need the front label.  

[image: image1.png]



Email Addresses:

If you are not receiving email from my office and you would like to please send me an email at terrie.price@dmps.k12.ia.us
Attitude and effort always, 

Mrs. Price ( 

