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Terrie Price, Principal

Pleasant Hill Welcomes New Staff to Our School Family

 Andrea Dolphin-1st Grade
Lindsey Kaspari-Special Education

Amanda Parker-Special Education

Paula Kerman-Art

Jeanette Callaghan-Music

Monica Sherman-Physical Education

Capistrana Hanna-Library Associate
Tiffani Smith-Student teacher from Drake in Mrs. Britt’s  1st grade classroom
Welcome Back!

A new school year is always exciting and it is so nice to have a chance to welcome back our students, families, and staff.   We look forward to a year filled with successes and achievement.  Collective efficacy is something that you will hear a lot.  (Collective efficacy –“refers to the perception of teachers, families, and staff in a school that the learning community as a whole can execute the courses of action necessary to have positive effects on all students.”)  I believe that the united effort of all can bring success and happiness to schools.  

TEAM-Together Everyone Achieves More!

Dates to remember √ 

August 21st- Kindergarten Orientation 5:30-6:00 P.M. 

August 21st-Open House 6:00-7:30 P.M.  (Ice Cream Social and Bookfair)
August 23rd-First Day of School 
Boo-Hoo or Yahoo Breakfast for Kindergarten Parents 8:30-9:15 A.M.
September 1st-PTO Treasure Dig-Cooper Creek

September 3rd-No School

September 6th-Walk-a-thon Classroom Baskets due

September 7th-Fun Night 6:00-8:00 P.M.

PTO-Parent Teacher Organization

Who is in PTO?  Everyone!  We need all parents to be involved in PTO.  You may say I don’t have the time to come to another meeting, and we understand.  Any way that you can be involved and supportive of your child and our school will be a great contribution.  Throughout the year you will receive information and invitations from our Parent –Teacher Organization.  We are very proud of our PTO and the spirit and cooperation that exist between our parents, staff, and community.  
You may contact our PTO officers anytime to become involved just phone the school office at 242-8432.  

PTO Officers:

Kim Smith, President

Jennifer Braafhart, Vice President

Michelle Bodensteiner, Treasurer

Corrie Kendall, Secretary

Mark in your favorites:

www.pleasant hillpto.org

Reading Together [image: image3.jpg]



You may be asking yourself what is the number one way I can help my child be successful in school?  Read, read, and read!  Try to take time each day to read to your child and with them.  Even well established readers benefit from reading aloud with their parents.  Get students excited about reading and ask them questions.  

Meet the Principal

I will be in my 18th year of education. I taught grades 2, 4, and 5 and coached basketball, volleyball, track, cross-country, and softball.  I have been a principal for six years and I’m very excited to be at Pleasant Hill!  My motto is “What’s best for kids-Whatever it takes!”  My door is always open,  and I love to talk and listen. 
My husband’s name is Steve, and he is a teacher and wrestling coach in Johnston, and I have two very active boys Zach and Travis in 2nd and 5th grade.   My interests include spending time with my family, running,  watching sporting events and movies, and being involved in church activities.  

I look forward to getting to know the families of Pleasant Hill.  

Box Tops

The PTO will be collecting box tops for education to raise funds for our school to purchase supplies and help pay for field trips.  It is an easy way to help the school.  Please make sure not to clip off the expiration date.   To learn more about box tops visit www.boxtops4education.com 
Nurse’s Schedule

Our school nurse is Kathy Fistler, and she will be in the building 9:30-1:30 each day.  Please review guidelines for medication which can be found on page 15 of the parent handbook.  
Persons with disabilities who need information about accessibility to the building or who need sign or language interpreters, please contact Terrie Price at Pleasant Hill Elementary at 242-8432. 

A Change of Clothing
It is always a good idea for students in kindergarten and first grade to bring an extra pair of clothes to have at school incase of any emergency or spills, so please put an extra set of clothing in your child’s bag.  

Gym Shoes

Please note on the days your child has P.E. they need to wear “gym shoes.”  It is not safe for children to attend gym class in bare feet, flip-flops, or street shoes.  If you have any tennis shoes at home that are in good conditions we are collecting shoes to have on hand if a student forgets their gym shoes.  Donations can be dropped off in the office area.  [image: image4.wmf]
An Ounce of Inspiration[image: image5.wmf] *(Is your cup ½ full or ½ empty? ) 
Give me an ounce of inspiration

Leading, of course, to motivation

Which will spark my imagination

Thus you’ll see my perspiration

As I feel my mind’s vibration

Spurring on my new creation

Concentration for the duration

Whew! I did it! Pure elation

-From Seven Simple Secrets

*If you saw the cup as ½ full you are an optimist.  
Absences

It is very important when your child is going to be absent for the day due to illness, doctor’s appointments, and emergency, that you phone the office and let us know.   

Office number: 242-8432
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Review page 15 of the parent handbook.
Bullying and Threats

Bullying and threats are serious matters.  Parents need to discuss with students that they are to never make threats of any kind even if a child feels that they were kidding.  It is our goal that all students feel safe and secure at school at all times.  

Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer please contact your child’s teacher or the office.  We appreciate any time that you are able to give as a volunteer. 
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Pleasant Hill –A truly incredible place

P=Patient staff                        

H=Honest
L=Learning 



I=Inquisitive
E=Enthusiastic


L=Lovable
A=Achieving Excellence

L=Life Long Learners
S=Student Centered

A=Affectionate

N=Nice People

T=Top Notch Citizens                             
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Reading
You may have read in the paper that the school district has purchased a new reading series that we are excited about.  The series is Houghton –Mifflin and it has the 5 balanced literacy components of:

Phonemic Awareness: is the ability to notice, think about, and work with the individual sounds in spoken language.  (Hearing the sounds)

Phonics Instruction: teaches the relationships between the letters of written language and individual sounds of spoken language (Know that letters make certain sounds)

Fluency: the ability to read text accurately and quickly (Pace of reading with expression)

Vocabulary: refers to the words we must know to communicate effectively

Comprehension Instruction:  is the reason for reading (Teaches students to read for a purpose and strategies to organize information)
*We have a very hard working staff at Pleasant Hill, and we strive to be our best for your children!
In closing I want to let you know that I want to be a V.I.P.  for our school, and that does not mean a Very Important Person, but rather a Visionary with Integrity and a Passionate advocate for our school, staff, students,  and community.  

Educationally your,

Terrie Price, Elementary Principal
If you need to contact me please do not hesitate to call the school office at 242-8432.  My cell phone number is 515-447-8175.   Terrie Price








