Panther Paw Press    End of March –April  2010

From Terrie Price, Principal

ITBS Pump Up Week March 29th -April 2nd
ITBS Pump Up Week is a time we get excited for the upcoming Iowa Test of Basic Skills in grades 3rd-5th.   All students participate in pump up activities and support our students that will be taking the tests.  

Monday, March 29-School Spirit Day- Wear Purple  

Tuesday, March 30-Decades Day-Dress in any decade you want: 50s, 60s, 70,80, 90, 2000, or futuristic 

Wednesday, March 31-Hawaiin/Tropical Day- Wear floral prints, rainbow prints, sun prints, surfboard prints, summer attire, sun glasses, flip flops, and beach stuff.  

Thursday, April  1st- Odd Ball Day-Wear plaid with polka dots, different socks, strange colors, wild hair, anything out of the ordinary.  

Friday, April 2nd –Sports Day-Dress up in team gear, sweat pants, tennis shoes, or be a wild fan.  

Iowa Test of Basic Skills Test for Grades 3rd-5th.  

Iowa Test of Basic Skills Test Taking Days
Students in grades third through fifth will be taking the ITBS on April 5th-April 13th.  Students need to make sure to eat a good breakfast, arrive on time, and give their best effort.  Students in grades 3-5th will meet with the principal to discuss the tests and the importance of giving 100% to do their best.  

Pizza Ranch Night –April 5th 
On April 5th from 4:30-8:30 P.M. the fifth grade parents will hold a fundraiser to support the fifth grade party at the end of the year.  The Altoona Pizza Ranch is helping the parents earn funds that will be used to support the party.  Take your family out that evening and a cut of the profits that night will be given to our PTO.  Fifth grade parents are needed to wait the tables, assist with dishes, and clean up at the end of the shift.  If you are able to help please email or call Nancy Pinkerton, a fifth grade parent organizing volunteers.  The shifts volunteers are needed are: 4:30-5:30, 5:30-6:30, 6:30-7:30, 7:30 until clean up is finished.  Nancy’s email is Nancy.Pinkerton@Iowa.Gov  or phone number 262-8504.  In order to make the fifth grade party a success all fifth grade parents need to get involved.  Thank youJ 

I just talked to Nancy and she said we are very short on volunteers.  Help!
**The fifth grade party is scheduled for June 8th.  
Grades Kindergarten-Fifth grade   Time Changes in the School Day to make up missed School Days
Starting on April 5th we will start school 10 minutes earlier and extend school for 10 minutes at the end of the school day.  Breakfast will be served at 7:55-8:20 A.M.  Students can enter the building at 7:55 A.M. and then at 8:00 Prek -2nd grade students go to the media center and 3-5 go to the gym.  At 8:15 students enter the classrooms.  In order to be on time students must be in their seats ready to learn at 8:25 A.M. when the tardy bell rings.  We need to reduce the number of tardies, so please as we move to this new schedule it would be great if all students were in the building by 8:20 A.M.  Dismissal time at the end of the day will be at 3:30 for grades K-5.  **April 5th through the end of the year 

Preschool Hours starting on April 5th will be 8:20-11:30 A.M. and then the P.M. class will be 12:30-3:40P.M. 
Parents of preschoolers will need to make sure to arrive after the K-5 bus line since preschool students are not dismissed until 3:40 P.M.  

Walk-a-thon Meeting and PTO Meeting
On April 13th we will have a short planning meeting for our 2010 Walk-a-thon.  Many leadership positions are open and need to be filled for our walk-a-thon to be a success.  Our walk-a-thon is our main fundraiser that provides us with most of our yearly funds for field trips, buses, school assemblies, field day, class parties, and much more.  The walk-a-thon meeting will be at 6:00 P.M. in the Media Center.  The April PTO meeting will start at 6:30 P.M.   Please plan to attend to make our walk-a-thon a success with lots of great ideas.  

Early Dismissal Days to Mark on your Calendars:
April 7th Early Dismissal 1:30 P.M.

May 5th Early Dismissal 1:30 P.M. 

May 19th Early Dismissal at 1:30 P.M. 

 

 

Human Growth and Development Series for grades 4 and 5
March 24th 11:00-12:00  4th Grade girls and any  4th grade parent that chooses to attend.

March 31st 11:00-12:00 5th Grade girls

April 7th 11:00-12:00 5th Grade boys

April 14th 11:00-12:00 5th Grade boys and girls 

 
Battle of the Books Competition
A big congratulations to Mikayla Warrick, Kylie Hanna, Alyssa Ayersman, Taytum Stevens, Destiny Streeter, Dylan McFarland and alternates Gabbi Moss and Mariah Eaton for their in school victory to gain title of Pleasant Hill Battle of the Books Team Designation.  The B.O.B.s (Battle of the Books) will advance to regional competition at Hoyt Middle School on March 25th to take on other school teams from 1:00 -2:30 P.M.  Thank you to parents, Trana Hanna and Sheila Warrick for being dedicated coaches to this group.  We have a strong history of great Battle of the Books competition place winners, so we wish the team lots of luck and keep reading!  Thank you also to Mrs. Jennings and Mr. Safris for supporting G/T in our building.  

Kindergarten Students for the 2010-2011 School Year
We are trying to make sure we have accurate kindergarten numbers to the 2010-2011 school year, so if you know of any students that didn’t get registered during our kindergarten registration please email me their name and parents name if possible.  My office number is 242-8432.  

Field Day is scheduled for June 4th with a rain date of June 7th
We need lots of volunteers to make this field day a fun one, so if you are able to volunteer please let me know.  The A.M. shift is 8:00-11:30, the noon hour shift is 11:30-12:30, and the afternoon shift is 12:30-3:30 P.M.  If you would like to volunteer just send me an email at terrie.price@dmps.k12.ia.us or call the office at 242-8432.   

Art Show 
Thank you to Mrs. Kerman for her hard work with art students and the talented artists that displayed their wonderful artwork at the District Wide Visual Arts Night at the Historical Building.   These students had art work on display: Callie McFarland, Austyn Shrader, Baylee Nelson, and Kimi Partlow.  Thank you for sharing your talents!

When is the last day of school?
The last day of school is on June 9th for grades Kindergarten through 5th.  We will have a 12:30 early dismissal.  

VIP Day and Book Fair is set for May 7th in the afternoon
VIP Day is a special day where students invite a grandparent or very special person to join them at school on May 7th in the afternoon.  More details will come out closer to the date, but please talk to a VIP for your child so everyone has a special person here that afternoon.  

Fine Arts Night will be on April 20th
Grades 3-5 are working on their performances for Fine Arts Night to be held on April 20th.  More details will come out soon.  

Spring Pictures
Spring pictures will be taken on April 16th in the A.M. 

What’s Best for Kids?  Whatever It Takes!  Mrs. Price, Principal

